


Why This Matters for You

Our latest data brings encouraging news: nutrient levels are decreasing, and our water 
quality remains high. However, stewardship is an ongoing journey, such as the 2025 
discovery of another aquatic invasive species (AIS), curly ponweed that will need to be 
treated.  The report dives deep into the issues that affect every property owner, including:

• Environmental Health: Ongoing watercraft inspections at the north and south 
accesses, AIS monitoring and treatment, mercury concerns, and our "ready-to-act" 
protocols.


• Wildlife & Fisheries: Protecting nesting habitats for loons and eagles, alongside 
consistent walleye stocking partnership with the MN DNR.


• Responsible Recreation: Managing wake impact, shore-land erosion, and our "Keep 
It Clean" winter initiative.


A Legacy of Environmental Stewardship

Through the LLAA Foundation, we have worked diligently to raise the resources to fund 
these critical efforts—but a plan is only as strong as it is enabled by the generosity of the 
LLAA membership community behind it. From working to safeguard the 18 miles of shoreline 
to protecting our water quality, your involvement is the key to success. 

We invite you to dive into the full LLAA Lake Management Report. Inside, you’ll find the 
vital lake statistics and actionable steps being taken by the LLAA's members.

Read the full report today and help us write the next chapter of Long Lake’s history.

Long Lake is the heart of our community. 
Whether it’s the thrill of a walleye strike or a 
quiet sunset on the dock, we all share a deep 
connection to these 1,926 acres. But beauty 
like this doesn't happen by accident—it 
requires vision, vigilance, and a shared plan.

The Long Lake Area Association (LLAA) is 
proud to share our December Lake 
Management Report, a comprehensive 
review of our actions and investments over 
the past decades that have contributed to 
Long Lake's current and future health.

https://www.longlakeliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Long-Lake-Management-Report-Dec-2025-FINAL-REV.pdf


As we approach the end of 2025 the Foundation is 
at 64% of its $50,000 fundraising goal for 2026.  In 
November the Board authorized a budget of 
$50,000 for 2026. Most of the budget is for 
Environmental Stewardship, which includes water 
quality testing, active mitigation for invasive species 
(AIS) currently in the lake and most importantly, 
$27,500 for inspection at the North and South 
Accesses.

The budget authorization is contingent upon the 
success of fund-raising and donations received. If 
fund raising efforts are not completely successful 
the Board will reduce AIS Inspections and other 
environmental stewardship activities in order to 
responsibly manage the finances of the LLAA 
Foundation.

Please consider a year end donation to the LLAA 
Foundation.

Online Donations:  https://donate.longlakeliving,org

By Check:   PO Box 808, Park Rapids MN 56470

Treasurer’s Update LLAA Foundation Fundraising for 2025.

Scenes from around Long Lake.


Currently the ice is rough, but ice skating on the lake is still a possibility this winter.   We 
need to care for the birds when we get storms too.  Ice fishing at Long Lake.  

https://donate.longlakeliving.org/




Official ICE-IN Date is Declared: 
December 14th 

According to the DNR website the definition of lake ice-in can 
vary from lake to lake. For the citizen observers reporting data, 
ice in occurs when the entire lake is frozen over for the first 
time and the ice cover remains through winter.
Information on ice-in is gathered by Sharon Natzel with help 
from several observers around the lake. They check the lake to 
determine the date that the lake freezes over. Once our official 
ice-in date is determined, the data is provided to several 
agencies, including the MN DNR Climatology Office and the 
Hubbard County SWCD that tracks ice. 


After a cold snap the week before Sun, December 14th, the 
lake's deepest spot froze over. With the warm temperatures 
the following week, the melting snow produced puddles of 
standing water on top of that ice. This caused dark areas of 
slushy ice when viewed from a distance. We were unsure 
the ice would remain intact in the deep area. On December 
20th, the slushy areas froze over. Even with the 
warm temperatures the last part of December, the ice cover 
has remained intact in the deep area and across the entire lake 
still, allowing us to report now that December 14th is our 
official ice-in date for 2025. We will update the ice-in chart on 
the LLAA website. Here is a chart of temperatures for our area 
from Weatherspark.com so you can understand the "iffy" 
nature of variable temperatures this December:
 https://weatherspark.com/h/m/9534/2025/12/Historical-
Weather-in-December-2025-in-Park-Rapids-Minnesota-United-
States

Tree, shrub, plant plugs, and seeds are now available from the 
Hubbard County SWCD.  New this year, you can use their 

online ordering system. 
• If you go under "Tree Packs / Berry Packs," you'll see mixed packs of 10 tree 

varieties.  https://www.hubbardswcd.org/shop/

Here is their most recent newsletter with their program opportunities. https://
www.hubbardswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Fall-2025-SWCD-Newsletter-
compressed.pdf
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